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Craven County

US 70 Corridor Freeway Feasibility Study And Design
from US 17 Interchange to East of Airport Road, James City

I. General Description

Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. (KHA) has been retained by the US 70 Corridor Commission and the
North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) to investigate a section of US 70 in the James
City community from the Trent River Bridge to just southeast of SR 1131 Airport Road. The purpose of
this study is to examine the feasibility of implementing interchange improvements along US 70 at key
intersections to upgrade the segment to freeway standards, consistent with the freeway concept
planned developed by the US 70 Corridor Commission.

The proposed project is located in the James City area of New Bern in Craven County, in eastern North
Carolina. The study area for the project generally encompasses an area bounded by the Trent River in
the north, the NC Railroad Company corridor and the property adjacent to SR 1995 Scott Street, Airline
Drive and Terminal Drive to the west, SR 1124 Grantham Road to the south, and SR 1113 OIld Cherry
Point Road to the east, but also considers the Coastal Carolina Regional Airport. The study will consider
impacts to the surrounding businesses, residences, and institutions in the affected area.

A map designating the study area is shown in Figure 1. Figure 2 displays an alternative conceptual plan
of the project.

Based on the US 70 Corridor Commission access management/freeway plans, the project aims to retrofit
the existing US 70 through James City to an access-managed facility with a series of “ramp-overs”
carrying US 70 over crucial local streets in order to improve safety and maintain east-west connectivity
in the area. The ramp-over allows for the construction of a compact urban diamond interchange at
these side streets by bridging US 70 over the street. The freeway will be transitioned back to grade with
ramps built inside the right-of-way using retaining walls. Local traffic will be maintained on the adjacent
service roads to access businesses and homes.

The proposed project consists of up to two grade-separated interchanges in James City that would ramp
US 70 over Williams and/or Airport Street. The concept entails a step-by-step process to create an
interchange within a minimum 1300-foot right-of-way and 1600-foot length of the existing roadway.
This application applies to the section of US 70 between US 17 and New Bern and the Havelock Bypass
(TIP #R-1015), where additional right-of-way for service roads exist. The construction phases for
retrofitting US 70 into a controlled-access freeway using the “ramp-over” interchange concept include:

1. Construct additional lanes on the service road approaches for the cross street adjacent to the
existing freeway and install associated intersection control features. Traffic is not interrupted
on the existing US 70 facility.

2. Construct at-grade slip ramps from the highway to the access roads approximately 800 feet
from the cross street, convert the service roads to one way operations, and temporarily divert
traffic to the access road.






































































































